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Warsaw, 12.01.2017
 100 Years in Finnish Design and Architecture
EXHIBITION AT POLIN MUSEUM
13 January – 23 February 2017

From 13 January until 23 February POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews will house an exhibition "Echoes™ – 100 Years in Finnish Design and Architecture", organized by producer Laura Isoniemi, the Echoes curatorial team and Embassy of Finland in Poland. The exhibition will feature selected works by Finnish designers and architects, produced over the past one hundred years. The works will be displayed within the space of an award-winning building of POLIN Museum, designed by Mahlamäki&Lahdelma, a Finnish architectural studio, and granted – among other awards – the Finlandia Prize for Architecture by the Finnish Association of Architects (SAFA). Rainer Mahlamäki, the author of the POLIN Museum building, is a member of the curatorial team behind the “Echoes™ – 100 Years in Finnish Design and Architecture” exhibition.
The opening ceremony will be held on 12th January at 19.00. The opening ceremony will be attended by the Prime Minister of Finland H.E. Juha Sipilä, the Prime Minister of Poland H.E. Beata Szydło, Professor Dariusz Stola, Director of POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, Mr. Marian Turski, Chairman of the Council of POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews and Professor Rainer Mahlamäki, Chairman of the Echoes exhibition curatorial team. The Architecture Finlandia award plaque will be presented by SAFA President Ms. Leena Rossi and former Prime Minister of Finland and Honorary Patron of the exhibition Paavo Lipponen. 

“Echoes™ – 100 Years in Finnish Design and Architecture” exhibition is a celebration of the 100th anniversary of Finland gaining its independence. The geographical location and natural conditions have inspired people to seek simple forms of expression and solutions for problems posed by everyday lives. These issues are at the core of the exhibition, built around eight major topics: equality, growth, silence, tradition, community, light & dark, man-made, landscape. 
The exhibition bridges the past with the present. Displaying projects in a thematic order indicates that, over the course of the 100-year history of Finnish architecture and design, some topics and motifs recur like an echo, only in slightly modified forms. 
“Using photographs, models and objects, Echoes™ presents both contemporary key works and creations that have achieved the status of a classic. The exhibition explains the common basis, the common and recognisable cultural language of the Finnish architecture and design” – says Rainer Mahlamäki.
 “The purpose of architecture and design is to promote people’s well-being, to facilitate the lives of citizens. The exhibition is about simple realisations, about how functionality at the same time is beauty and how this can be seen in the daily-life environment” – adds Mahlamäki.

The exhibition is addressed to both professional milieus engaged in the fields of architecture and design, and a wider audience. It will be available for viewing at POLIN Museum between 13 January and 23 February 2017.

For press images see here and visit www.echoes100.com. 
Free admission during POLIN Museum opening times; for more information please go to: www.polin.pl/en
Curatorial team: 
Rainer Mahlamäki, Laura Isoniemi, Pekka Korvenmaa, Elina Aalto, Maria Härkäpää
Organiser: Producer Laura Isoniemi, the Echoes curatorial team and Embassy of Finland in Poland.
Partners: POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews Partners

The exhibition has been created in cooperation with the Embassy of Finland in Warsaw and made possible by generous support of partners Isku and YIT. The Warsaw exhibition has also been sponsored by Fiskars, Kone, Stora Enso and Tikkurila. The exhibition is supported by the Finland100 project organization established in the Prime Minister’s Office.
Press contact at the Embassy of Finland
Jagoda Sekular

Jagoda.sekular@formin.fi
+48226989521

+48799205605
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