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Press release September 2021
TISH Jewish Food Festival: Neighbors 
“NEIGHBOURS” is the key word of TISH* Jewish Food Festival 4th edition. This year, the event focuses on the relations with our neighbours—those who are close by, behind the wall or across the street, and also the more distant ones. This year’s edition will be held both onsite and online, with audiences all across Poland and the globe in mind. As in the previous years, TISH Jewish Food Festival takes place during the joyous holiday of Sukkot. 
22 - 26 September 2021

POLIN Museum invites both experts in Jewish cuisine and representatives of ethnic and linguistic minorities, and migrants to participate in 2021 TISH Festival. Together, they will discuss the Jewish food in the context of local exchange. The Festival will also provide an opportunity to ponder over how cooking and eating are linked with ecological and social awareness. 

The past year, with subsequent waves of the pandemic and restrictions limiting our mobility and possibilities to leave one’s home, to meet the nearest and dearest, to enjoy restaurants and cafes made us realise how vital our immediate surroundings are—our home and our neighbours who are next door and can provide assistance whenever we are in need. During TISH Jewish Food Festival, we will turn to our neighbours—the new ones and those who have been with us for these past years—and will get them acquainted with food. We will reflect on what sort of neighbours we ourselves are. We will discuss the links between neighbouring cuisines, including Polish and Jewish dishes—how they permeate one another, and how they serve as an inspiration. 
POLIN Museum organised lots of attractions for the five Festival days: online meetings with representatives of minorities in the neighbourhood, culinary walks across Warsaw, both the old Jewish one and the contemporary one where different languages, diverse flavours and smells continue to intermingle. The Festival participants will have an opportunity to embroider a unique Festival tablecloth, to braid a challah without leaving their home, to learn some Yiddish words, to sit at a table for a Shabbat meal as well as to become a co-author of the exhibition on Jewish cuisine that is currently being produced by POLIN Museum.

On Saturday (Sept., 25), POLIN Museum invites for a meeting with the Jewish cuisine from Amsterdam! We will get acquainted with the history of Jews in Amsterdam, the capital of the Netherlands, once the home of Jewish communities with diverse culinary traditions. We will listen to stories related to Jewish food and its links with the Dutch cuisine, including the famous “bolus” cake. We will also visit a kosher café located at the Jewish Historical Museum. Roland Vos, the café manager who is responsible for food all across the Jewish Cultural District (which incorporates the Jewish Historical Museum, the Portuguese Synagogue and the National Museum of the Holocaust) will be our guide through the world of Dutch Jewish cuisine.

We will learn how to cultivate vegetables and flowers in the city, where to meet a farmer or why we should eat seasonal produce. On Saturday evening, we will find out whether the food can indeed exert an impact once the politics is not enough. Dr Nof Atamna-Ismaeel – the first Muslim Arab to win the Israeli edition of MasterChef wishes to introduce social change by means of food. She is the prime mover behind the A-sham festival of Arab food during which pairs of Arab and Jewish chefs cooperate in preparing traditional dishes originating in the regions they come from, such as kishek (Syrian yoghurt soup) or gatayef (dessert traditionally served during Ramadan). It is a film about hope, cooperation and journey through delicious flavours which demonstrates what can happen once we focus on people instead of their religion, and on the society instead of politicians. The film Breaking Bread won the Audience Award at the Napa Valley Film Festival, as well as the Wilbur Award; it was also awarded by the Religion Communicators Council. After the screening, POLIN Museum would like to invite you for a tasting of Israeli and Arab mezze served by the Warsze Bistro.
A visit at the POLIN Museum Warsze Bistro is also recommended during the TISH Festival. The Warsze Bistro (Varshe is Yiddish for Warsaw) invites everyone to try a special sample menu which will allow you to embark upon a journey across the Jewish cuisine without leaving the Museum building!
In light of the alarming situation along the Polish-Belorussian border, we had to cancel the meeting with Ocalenie Foundation planned as part of TISH Jewish Food Festival. The entire income from the screening of the movie titled Breaking Bread (Saturday, 25 September, 8PM) will be transferred to Ocalenie Foundation which provides aid to refugees, immigrants and non-native residents. 

TISH* (Yiddish for ‘table’) – in the Jewish tradition, a joyous time spent on dining, drinking, singing and talking while seated together at a table. 
PROGRAM

TISH Jewish Food Festival: Neighbors, 22 - 26 September 2021

https://polin.pl/en/tisz2021
22 September (Wednesday):
10AM – 11.30AM - Searching for Jewish food – a marketplace walk
Venue: Marketplace at Forteca Kręglickich
3PM – 3:15PM - Shop like a local – in search of Ashkenazi flavours in Warsaw – online event
Venue: Friends of Polin Facebook profile (Watch the film - CLICK)
4PM – 5:30PM - A Short History of Tea – moderated tasting for seniors
Venue: POLIN Museum Club-Cafe

7PM – 7.20PM   NEIGHBOURS: A Meeting and culinary performance | Lemko cuisine – online event 

Venue: POLIN Museum Facebook profile and YouTube channel (Watch the film - CLICK)
23 September (Thursday):
5.30PM – 8PM The Threads of Understanding – embroidery workshop, group I
Venue: POLIN Museum

6PM – 7.30PM Pumpkin Days, Autumn Flavours – a crash course in seasonal eating with "Dobrze" Food and Drink Cooperative
Venue: POLIN Museum Club-Cafe
7PM – 7.20PM NEIGHBOURS: A Meeting and culinary performance | Kashubian cuisine – online event
Venue: POLIN Museum Facebook profile and YouTube channel (Watch the film - CLICK)
24 September (Friday):
4.30PM – 5PM Kneading the dough to make a challah workshop – online event
Venue: Zoom, JCC Warsaw

5.30PM – 8PM The Threads of Understanding – embroidery workshop, group II
Venue: POLIN Museum

6PM – 9PM Shabbat ugah with a Sukkot twist – cross-generational workshop 
Venue: JCC Warsaw and JCC Warsaw Facebook profile
7PM – 7.20PM NEIGHBOURS: A Meeting and culinary performance | Tatar cuisine – online event
Venue: JCC Warsaw and JCC Warsaw Facebook profile
7.30PM – 9PM  Shabbat dinner 

Venue: Czytelnik Nowe Wydanie Cafe (CLICK here for more details)
25 September (Saturday)
10AM – 12.30PM  Let’s sew! Sewing felt vegetables and ingredients of chulent - workshop
Venue: POLIN Museum Club-Cafe
12noon – 1:30PM A GEROT (Yid.) - CROPS. Walking in the footsteps of autumn crops.
Venue: ROD Pratulińska

1.30PM – 4:30PM Let’s get a bagel! – a walk combined with tasting
Assembly point: POLIN Museum
1:30 – 3:30PM A VERBE (Yid.) – WILLOW - botanical collage workshop

Venue: Dom Działkowca – ROD Pratulińska

5PM – 5.30PM Mini-Chef – Jewish Cooking with kids – online event (CLICK here for more details)
Venue: Friends of Polin Facebook profile and POLIN Education Center
7PM – 7.20PM NEIGHBOURS: A Meeting with Amsterdam Jewish cuisine – online event (CLICK here for more details)
Venue: POLIN Museum Facebook profile and YouTube channel; event in English with Polish subtitles
8PM – 10.30PM Screening of the film titled Breaking Bread (CLICK here for more details)
Venue: POLIN Museum auditorium

26 September (Sunday):
9AM – 11.30AM NEIGHBOURS: From Vietnamese dumplings to sugar cane juice – culinary walk of Warsaw’s Little Vietnam 
Venue: 11 Bakalarska Street

11AM – 2PM Flavours Without Borders – culinary workshop for families 
Venue: POLIN Museum Family Education Area

1PM – 3PM You Can Buy and Eat Everything Here – culinary walk
Assembly point: POLIN Museum

For the Festival duration, 22 – 26 September 2021:

TISH Festival at milk bars 

TISH Festival at WARSZE Bistro
The press kit and photos are available at https://www.polin.pl/en/media
Press Office POLIN Museum
 Żaneta Czyżniewska
 zczyzniewska@polin.pl
  +48 535 050 204
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