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Warsaw, 7 November 2025
The Power of Words. On Jewish Languages
a new temporary exhibition at POLIN Museum
[bookmark: _Hlk213852354]The new temporary exhibition at POLIN Museum spins a tale about languages that accompanied Jews over the centuries and all around the world. These languages served as a platform for cultural development and continuity of a dispersed community. Hebrew is at the center of this tale—an ancient language, a holy language and a modern language, too. POLIN Museum encourages its audience to get immersed in a space filled with letters and stories—we invite our visitors to watch, listen and write. “The Power of Words. On Jewish Languages” is the first comprehensive exhibition of its kind and a unique opportunity to discover the multicultural echoes present in our everyday conversations. The exhibition will be open for viewing until June 8, 2026.
What language do Jews speak? What does Yiddish sound like—omnipresent in the streets of Polish towns and cities before the Second World War, today barely audible? How is it related to Hebrew or Ladino? The new temporary exhibition titled “The Power of Words” presents a tale of the languages that accompanied Jews all across the globe. Hebrew language and its ancient history are at the core of this tale. Over centuries, Hebrew was present in prayers, rituals, and holy texts, but it was not used in everyday speech. For two thousand years, it has remained a living language of spirituality, a carrier of tradition and identity. 
“Language is a key to understand Jewish culture—its ancient roots, its religion and rituals, the diaspora and migrations, and, finally, emancipation, modernization and national awakening. After all, language is more than merely a communication tool—it is a key to understand cultural and historical identity of a given community. It is a code in which the culture has been recorded,” says Dr Tamara Sztyma, the exhibition curator.
The sanctity of Hebrew stems from its deep relation with the Torah, which was allegedly received precisely in this language. Mystical tradition attributed divine power to the Hebrew letters. Kabbalists believed that they took part in the act of creation of the world. Hebrew inscriptions adorned synagogues, ritual objects, and amulets.
The exhibition also presents the history of a ‘revival’ of the Hebrew language. Today, when people in Poland speak of ‘a Jewish language,’ the first associations that come to mind are usually Hebrew or Yiddish. In reality, however, there are very many Jewish languages. As Jews migrated and settled in different corners of the globe, they developed languages that combined local linguistic influences with elements of Hebrew. This is how Judeo-Arabic, Judeo-Persian, Ladino (Judeo-Spanish), Judeo-Italian, or Yiddish were born—languages featured in the exhibition. As a result of these processes, Jewish communities were generally multilingual, which in turn shaped strong sensitivity and self-awareness towards language present in Jewish culture.
“The Power of Words is the first exhibition to introduce the Polish public to the languages spoken by Jews today and throughout their long history. On a global scale, it is most likely the first temporary exhibition on this subject addressed primarily to non-Jewish audiences or to those unfamiliar with the Hebrew alphabet,” stressed Zygmunt Stępiński, POLIN Museum Director.
Visitors to “The Power of Words. On Jewish Languages” exhibition will be able to admire dozens of original objects connected to various chapters of this long history, such as: Jewish tombstones with epitaphs in Greek (1st century BCE), a Babylonian magic bowl with inscriptions in Aramaic (2nd century CE), a Sephardic Torah mantle (17th century), richly decorated parochets (ornamental curtains protecting the Holy Ark with Torah scrolls) bearing inscriptions in Hebrew (18th century), numerous Hebrew amulets (19th–20th century), and an illuminated Hebrew prayer book (14th century). Equally remarkable are the reproductions featured in the exposition—they offer a glimpse into the world of archaeological artifacts, illuminated manuscripts, early printed books, as well as modern Jewish visual culture: newspapers, posters, and books. The exhibits come from POLIN Museum’s own collection as well as from the collections of the Jewish Museum in Prague, Jewish Museum in Rome, Jewish Museum in Berlin, Jewish Historical Institute, National Museum in Warsaw, and the Bauhaus Archive in Berlin, among others.
Contemporary art plays an important role in the exposition. The relationship between a word and an image as well as the idea of the power of words and letters—central to Jewish visual culture for centuries—continues to resonate in the work of contemporary Jewish artists.
The exhibition features artworks by: Mordechai Ardon, Moshe Castel, Monika Krajewska, Ewa Gordon, Helena Czernek, and Mark Podwal. We also present two works produced especially for this exhibition: an installation by Oded Ezer titled “Shattered Language” as well as a video installation by Ella Ponizovsky Bergelson and Anna Elena Torres titled ”Pseudo-territory,” which documents the two artists’ project exhibited at the Biennale in Venice in 2022. Musical pieces by Maria Ka, Vittoria Hanna and Daniel Kahn will resound in the exhibition space.
“The Power of Words. On Jewish Languages“ exhibition, curated by Dr Tamara Sztyma, will be open for viewing between 21 November 2025 and 8 June 2026. The exhibition is organized by POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews in cooperation with the Jewish Museum in Prague.
ORLEN is the Patron of POLIN Museum.
For more information on the exhibition please go to: "The Power of Words. On Jewish Languages" exhibition
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