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MARIAN TURSKI SPEECH FOR THE GRAND OPENING OF THE POLIN MUSEUM CORE EXHIBITION CEREMONY

During the Second World War, Jewish partisans sang a song which later became the anthem of the underground movement. Its final words were: MIR ZENEN DO. WE ARE HERE!

Now that this museum has been built, I, a member of the Jewish community in Poland, can today also repeat with them: MIR ZENEN DO. WE ARE HERE!

For almost a thousand years Jews were present in the Polish landscape. Suddenly – as a result of German actions – they disappeared from it. A great emptiness – a terrible vacuum!...

My Father, my Brother, you who died in the gas chambers –

– I, who survived Auschwitz, wish to tell your shades, and the shades of those murdered like you, MIR ZENEN DO. WE ARE HERE! 

I shall repeat after the poet: You have not died entirely. 

In responding to the longings of those who survived the Holocaust, my organization – the  Jewish Historical Institute Association, in partnership with the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, and the City of Warsaw, have built a house in which the memory of Your, of our, of my ancestors and predecessors is recreated. A place which revives the memory of how they lived, what they created, what they dreamt of, what they longed for.

In this museum, which we are opening today, we begin the post-war period exhibition with the words of a famous pianist: “How can you start a new life when behind you there is only death?”

The few who survived met with animosity, even hate. They had to decide whether to leave or to stay...

When people feel threatened, when they are alone, when they are led to understand that they are alien – they flee or hide their identity....

I wish to say here very personally: a person stays, or comes out of hiding, when he feels empathy around him, when he isn’t lonely, when he experiences human solidarity...

Today, when I say MIR ZENEN DO. WE ARE HERE – I am totally convinced, I am certain that I will hear the response of many wonderful people: We are with you, We are with you all.

This also, and perhaps this above all, symbolizes the Museum which we are opening.

Marian Turski

Vice-chairman of the Association of the Jewish Historical Institute of Poland

Chairman of the Museum of the History of Polish Jews Board
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